
THB PARISH OF DONOGHMORE. 

SITUATION. This Parish is bounded on the east by the 
Parishes of Derrygalvin ~nd Cahernarry; north by St. Nich
olas; south by Cahervalla and on the west by the Parish of 
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Knocknagaul. It is about two mile~ from the City of Limerick. 

NAME. The name of this Parish is wt'i.tten Domhnach M61· 
in the Book of Lismore and in the Trip~rtite Life of St. 
Pi:ttrick pucUslied by Colgan. It bignifies "the Gre'3..t Church" 
Dominica Megna. J. O'Donovan. 

In Lanigan's Ecclesiastlcal History, Vol. 1, we read 
(pp. 287, 288) "While St, Patrick remained in Ara-Chliach 
(a tecr1 tory lying to the east of tlie City of Limerick) he 
f o re to :l d. , i f we an: to be .Li e v n t 11 e Tr i part i t e , divers c i r -
cumstancei-; reJat:ive to future occurrenc:es i:t1 tbat country 
anQ among othsrs the foundation 0r a Mnna~tery at Kill-Ratha 
and of t1 Churc:.h Ht KiJJ.-Teidhill (77). Nexi. we find the 
Saint in that tract whjc~ ~ios to the east of Limerick and 
we are told that he was there hospitably entertained by a 
cnief1~ain rwmed Lonan (78) ;:rnd t),at he met v,ith young Ness'1n 1 lD& 
whom c1 :fter f'0me time be plsced over the Morn stery of Mungrot 1 

whi cb iH3 had foundf':,d ( 79). Some irrnab1 tan t;;_; of Thomond or 
North Mun.ster (Clare) h8:Ji.(:g hnar(l of St. Patrick's being in 
these pArts cro~sed thn Shannnn fnr the purpose of seeing 
him and. when instr·: 1 cte,d in the Christian religio11, were 
baptis~d in th8 field of Tir-GlaiA {80). He was also waited 
upo11 by Prit.ce Carthen, ~,on of' Blod. (83). Thi8 Pcin<"ie like-
wL e is ~'8.id to have been eor:vei·ted and baptized at Saingt'Rl 
neci.r L:imnri.ek (82). St. Patric-k did not cress tl1e Sh8rnvn1 
on tht"; occasir1n but, [ICcording t.o the Tt·ip8rtlte, having 
af:;eernl,;;li Mount Fint:irrn near Dot,P-,ghmore ." .. nd looking over the 
Cov11try uf Tbomor,d 1,lec,sed it and fori,told th1', blrt,1 t·tfte1· 
some y n.:r·s of St'HiB.n of Inni.scatty (83), Aftei·wat·ds the S::,int 
we-mt to LPa<:r,ra (on the borclerr. of th,2 Ccunt.1 es Limerick and 
Kerry) beyond. which be did not continne bis course in n,nJ 
other pat·t of West Munster." 

(77) • Archdall, f-:291, has ,h.e::if! ple.ee::: i:n the Count_y of 1~'7 
Llmerick. Ki 11-Teidv,ilJ waf.i, I d:1ro say, i.he same as Kilt,,el 
in the B,;.i_r·ony o( Coom1gh; 2.ltl1ough be has u,ade them two dh--
ti,.ct place:,. 11.s tc1 Ki 1 rath it wo;ild b." di ff i ~ult to fiwl out 
at pcesent. Arch,Jal 1 rH::i,r; n,) right tp c:all Coeman, its f(,u11der 1 
a Disciple uf St. Patrick 'l'he TripartL, .. e doe8 not mentLn 
him as such. 

(78) etc. *** *** *** 

(83) Tripart. Llfe p.292, 3, C.46. This alone is s· ff
icient to show the falsehood 11f ~Ar~~in stories about th~ nigh 
s.ntiq1;,.i ty of S,:n1,.~n, some, of wa.ich Arc'c1dall h"1,s 3.":~ Irn·1j_seo,l·tery. 
Of Senan more elsewbere. What M,:nutUdn Fi1,tine 7i8..S I c--ll'Yl)t 

deterrnt,·,e. There is a Donaghm,)1·e very neai· Limcr:iclc. 

For the c0ferencs t,. D ,nir,8.c1'1 Mor in i~he Bo.,k of' L1::;,nrre, 
■ ee St. Patrick's. 
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Doorwal:f tn the otd Church. 

Do n~aqhrn,,ore 



Of the old Church oft.his Parish the wa.lls are perfect 118 
with the exception of the west gable, which hqs lost about 
six feet of the uppe 1· part. This Church is thirty three 
feet eight inches in length and twenty feet in breadth. 
There is no window on the east gable nor is there any sign 
or mark of any ever having been on it. On the south etde 
wall, at the distance of eight four inches from the east 
gable there js a wind'.'ow, the features of which are now des-
troyed. On tho west gable, a.bout ten feet from the ground, 
there is another window in the poiuted style, the featutes 
of which are destroyed on the outside; on the inside it is 
about four feet high by eight inches and is formed of cut 
limestone. The doorway, which is on this west gable, is 
square and has a l11rge lintel. It is six f'eet high by three 
feet on the inside and formed of old brown cut stones. On 
the outside it is seven feet high by three feet and formed 
of large hammered limestones. 

See sketeh opposite. 

The linte1 is six feet ten inches long; eighteen inches 119 
in depth at the north end, fifteen inches in the middle ani 
one foot at the south end, and enters the wall three feet 
which is the entire thickness of the well. This lintel appear• 
to be limestone but it is so timeworn that it is not easy for 
one who is not an experienced geologist to know for certain. 
It looks much older than the lime stones which support it on 
the outside but of the same age with the brown stone of which 
the inside of the doorway is constructed from which it may be 
inferred that this doorway was remodelled. The walls of this 
Church are about fourteen feet high, three feet in thickness, 
built of large hammered lime stone and cementP.d with lime and 
sand mortar. There is a small graveyard very much in uRe 
attached to this Church. 

Of the old Castle of Drumbanny which was situated on the 
top of the hill which gives name to the Townland and about 
three quarters of a mile southwest of the old Church there are 
scarcely any traces remaintng with the exception of about ten 
feet in height of the south wall. The length or breadth could 
not be determined. 

Rathurde Castle, which is situated or1 a rise of ground 180 
in the Townland of the same name (This Townland is partly in 
the Parish of Donaghmore and partly in St. Nicholas. The 
castle is in the portion which lies i.n the latter Parish) 
about half a mile northwest of Domhnaoh M6r old Church is a 
most remarkable building, being round on the outside and square 
inside. It measures twenty feet seven inches by twenty feet 
three inches inside. The first floor over the ground floor is 
boarded and the third floor is arched {underneath). WhetAer 



Ll14JW:tlUK. i.) { 

the middle floor was arched. or t1ot we could not deter·mino. 
It appears t() have bn.d another story above the three that 
now remain. Tr1e pre2;ent height of U1e walls is about thirty 
five feet and their thickness thi1·teen feet. Tl1ese \'hlls 
ba.ve been measured 011 three sides and found to have t 11 e same 
thickness. 

There is an old fort now nearly level with the ground, 
a.bout tcdrty yard:3 northwest of this old castle. 

The antiquities in this Parish were examined by Mr. A. 
Curry and his notes arranged into the present form by 
llr. O'Keeffe. 

J.O'D. 


